
英検１級 要約予想問題 6. Defense expenditure（印刷手書用） weknow by Interstate   練習日： 

● Read the article below and summarize it in your own words as far as possible in English.  

● Suggested length: 90-110 words  

● Write your summary in the space provided on your answer sheet. Any writing outside the space 

will not be graded.  

 

Defense expenditure is a critical component of national budgets, as governments 

allocate funds to ensure the security and sovereignty of their nations. In countries like the 

United States, China, and India, billions of dollars are directed toward maintaining and 

enhancing military capabilities. These expenditures cover areas such as advanced weaponry, 

infrastructure development, personnel salaries, and technological research. Proponents argue 

that investing in defense is essential for deterring potential threats and maintaining global 

stability. However, critics highlight the immense financial burden these budgets impose, 

especially in nations grappling with economic inequality and insufficient funding for social 

services. 

One significant concern about high defense spending is the opportunity cost associated 

with it. Money directed toward military budgets often comes at the expense of other critical 

sectors, such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure. For instance, while the United States 

spends more on defense than any other nation, it faces challenges in providing affordable 

healthcare and addressing homelessness. Additionally, excessive defense spending can fuel 

arms races, increasing geopolitical tensions and diverting resources from addressing pressing 

global issues like climate change and poverty. These concerns raise questions about the 

balance between ensuring national security and promoting overall societal well-being. 

To address these challenges, governments must adopt a more balanced approach to 

defense expenditure. One solution is increasing transparency and accountability in military 

budgets to ensure funds are allocated effectively. Additionally, international cooperation 

through agreements like arms reduction treaties can help lower the need for excessive 

spending. Investing in non-military solutions, such as diplomacy and conflict prevention, can 

also reduce long-term security threats. By reallocating resources toward sustainable 

development and peaceful solutions, nations can achieve a more equitable distribution of 

funds while still maintaining security. 
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